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Quality Assurance Handbook: Appendix B.6.3

Table of Degree Classification Thresholds (Programmes Leading to a QQI Award)

The following serves as an Appendix for the Quality Assurance Handbook, Part B, Section 6.3 Progression
and Classification of Awards, and specifically derives from B.6.3.6. Refer to the original policy for further

detail.

The following tables, taken from QQI Assessment and Standards, Revised 2022, describe the
classifications available for major awards (made by QQI or by recognised institutions under delegated
authority) in the National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ). They also specify the required boundary
values for grade point average (GPA) and percentage point average (PPA). DBS applies the PPA grading

model only.
Classification of Higher
Certificates (Level g) and GPA PPA
. , boundary | boundary | Description 2009-2010 and following
Ordinary Bachelor’s Degrees
values values
(Level 7)
Indicative descriptor: Achievement includes
Distinction 3.25 70% that required for a Pass and in most respects
is significantly and consistently beyond this
Indicative descriptor: Achievement includes
Merit Grade 1 3.0 60% that required for a Pass and in many respects
is significantly beyond this
Indicative descriptor: Achievement includes
Merit Grade 2 2.5 50% that required for a Pass and in some respects
is significantly beyond this
Pass 20 20% Pefinitive descriptor: Attair?s all the minimum
intended programme learning outcomes
Classification of Honours GPA PPA
Bachelor’s degrees (Level 8) boundary | boundary | Description 2009 - 2010 and following
and Higher Diplomas (Level 8) values values
Indicative descriptor: Achievement includes
First-class honours 3.25 70% that required for a Pass and in most respects
is significantly and consistently beyond this
Indicative descriptor: Achievement includes
Second-class honours Grade 1 3.0 60% that required for a Pass and in many
respects is significantly beyond this
Indicative descriptor: Achievement includes
Second-class honours Grade 2 2.5 50% that required for a Pass and in some respects
is significantly beyond this
Definitive descriptor: Attains all the
Pass 2.0 40% minimum intended programme learning
outcomes
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Classification of GPA PPA
Postgraduate boundary | boundary | Description 2009 - 2010 and following
Diploma (Level 9) values values
Indicative descriptor: Achievement includes that
Distinction 3.25 70% required for a Pass and in most respects is significantly
and consistently beyond this
Indicative descriptor: Achievement includes that
Merit 3.0 60% required for a Pass and in many respects is significantly
beyond this
Pass 20 40% Definitive descriptcor: Attains all the minimum intended
programme learning outcomes
Classification of GPA PPA
Taught Master’s boundary | boundary | Description 2009 - 2010 and following
degrees (Level 9) values values
Indicative descriptor: Achievement includes that
First-class Honours 3.25 70% required for a Pass and in most respects is
significantly and consistently beyond this
Indicative descriptor: Achievement includes that
Second-class Honours 3.0 60% required for a Pass and in many respects is
significantly beyond this
Pass 20 20% F)efinitive descriptor: Attair?s all the minimum
intended programme learning outcomes

Refer to the original policy (QAH B.6.3.6) for further detail.



